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SINGING PINES

T/xe opening o& the. Singing Pinzi Ikazum on October 21, 7979
capped oveA iouA yexuu> ol planning, inmtnation, di&appointmznt,
wonk, and dedicat-lon. The. new mu&zum not only addi to Boca Ra£on'&
cuttu/iat ice.ne. with it& atthactivz iadLitiu {oft zxhibiti, iX al&o
Qivej, new Hie. and a u&zlul tXAAttnce. to an impofutant pant oi the.
dty'i eaAZy heritage.. The. building, one. oi the. oldut iuJiviving
houazi in Boon Raton, wai built a iuZl denaiz be.&o)iQ. thz HLzneA
Dia. oi thz mid-1920&. Although oitzn KzieM-ed to a* a. "CnackeA
Cottagz," it 16 actually a iinzly ptiopoAtioned bungalow o£ iti via.
A iomolly dz6ign&d iadkdz with a cznteAzd zntKy poKch iwppohtzd
by iix giacziul Ionic column* addi to thz hou&e.'/> aAchitzctuAal
inteAzit.

Singing ?i.nz& MJOA built aiwund 797 3 by William MyfUck on a lot
p h d by hl& wiiz, Mamiz R. MytUck, iwm thz Model Land Company
in Octobzn. 7972. Thz company, thz land division oi Hznh.y M. TZagle/i'i
Emt Coa&t Railway, uxu, developing a imall &ubdiviii.on along thz
uiut i>iAe, oi iti tracks juit iowth oi Palmetto Va/ik Road. Thz
MyUcki, who had moved to flanAda i>iom Nonth CaAotina a £w yzaAh
zanlieA, puAchcuzd onz oi thz iiut loti. ThzMi new hauiz incoxpo-
fmtzd izatuAzi aied by thz zanLieMt iouth flonJAa. pixtnzenM- iomz £
thz lumbzfL had bzzn (,ound on thz bzach. In 7973 thz location ii
a tfiuz window on thz would. Not only did thz hou&z inont on thz
only fiailway linz izAving iouth Flofuda, but acAoii thz tAacki to
thz eoJ>t Han thz only majofi nonth-iouth highway.

William ttytiick had many acAzi planted in \>zgetahlz& in the.
Coconut CAzzk aKza. A couplz oi yzaAi oi diiait/t-ouA wzatheA
conditiani hnined ki& cuopi and ioiiczd thz iamily to izll thziA new
home, in 7977. Thz buyzu wexz Mt. and Wu>. Gzange. blaihington Race
who movzd to Boca Raton i>tom Mew Von.k itatz with thziA daaghteA
Lillian.

Thai bzgan Lillian Race (UitUam&'i [ihz tt*u mowiizd ioK a &ho/vt
time in thz zahly twzntizi to a childhood iwzzthzaAt iiom New Vonk)
aiiociation with thz hou&z and Boca Raton. Thz houAZ wai to bz heA
homz ion almoit iixty yzau. It wad olio Lillian who namzd thz
hou&z "Singing Pinz&" ion. thz iound oi thz wind pairing th/iough thz
pinz tAzzi on hzn pnopenty.

Thz Raczd WZKZ nzlatzd to thz Chzt>zbAo&, anathzn pionzeA Boca
Raton iamily. Singing PineA wot, thai inom thz beginning a gathzn.-
ing pla.cz ion family and inizndi. Lillian had nzczivzd ionmal mwiixi
tnaining and, with heA mothzn, oitzn zntzntainzd thzin guziti. OVZA
thz yzaAi ihz played at iznviczi ion izvznal chunchzi, including thz
Community Ckunch and thz ChuAch oj$ thz Open Voon.



UMAJCLYI at&o mote, vexiz. Much o& hex latex poztxy, coming
a.£tz/i thz dzathi o£ hex paxznti, detalli hex. lovz ion Singing Plnzi
and laments hex Inability to aiion.d to pnopexly maintain the. hoa&z.
Hex financial pnoblemt >ponced hex to open Singing Plnzi to noomexi,
at ilx&t taking In the. vilvti and glxl fanlendi oi iexvlcemen itatlon-
zd at the. Boca Raton cuxfileZd, and. latex wlntex tounliti and k

She. wen able, to kzzp hex home., though o&tzn only bzcau&z o& the.
gznexoilty oi inlendi, until Januaxy 1976. Thzn, a£tex living at
Singing Plnzi Ion. almost ilxty yzaXi, ihz iell and bnokz hex Izg In
VzcmbeX 1975. Realizing that ihz couZd not caxz ion. hex&eli, ihz
iold Singing Plnzi and moved to the. Boca Raton Convalzscznt Czntex.
Thz pfiopexty'i, location made. It quite valuable, ion comexdal
de.veJLapme.nt. Although the. dzvzlopexi had no need ion. thz houiz,
many local onganlzatloni, Including the. State. Hl&tonlc Comml6ilon
o{ Boca Raton, the. Boca Raton Hlitonlcal Society, and thz Junlon.
Sexvlcz League., Immediately Kzcognlztd that l{ Boca Raton'i hexltagz
uxu to be pn.ziexvzd, Singing Plnti 'had to 6e iaved.

It wai ea&y to make. the. decision that Singing Plnzi ihould be
iaved. finding a location £0)1 a new home., and thz monzy to mo\iz It,
pnovzd thz dlf&lcult jobi. Afitex anchltzcti gave, aiiunancei that thz
building could, be moved the. oiilczM o£ thz Boca Raton Hlitoilcal
Society began thz job 06 ilndlng a iultablz iltz. An o^ex o$ land
to thz vie&t 0(f thz city had to be izjzatzd bzcau&z o& thz coit o& thz
dlitant move.. Suppoizd. county owned land at 1-95 and Palmetto Tank
Road txixned out to be ouinzd by thz itatz. Othex locations al&a
proved unavailable, oh. Inconvznlznt.

Onlglnally thz new ovinzx oi Singing Tlnu izt Auguit 1, 1976 aj,
thz datz whzn thz houiz would be dutxoyzd l^ not moved. He wcu
anxlouA to begin can&txuctlon ofa a uxtxehou&z on thz pnopexty. A& It
became obvloui that no new location ion. Singing Plnzi could be ^otind
by thzn, hz gnantzd thz hout>z a nzpnlzvz until Uovembex lit.

All the. vanloui g-toupi wohklng to iavz Singing Tlnzi now tieal-
Izzd thzy had to filnd a new location In ju&t wzzhi on. loiz thz
houiz to thz wtizcklng cxw. At thli tlmz thz Junlon. Sexvlcz Leaguz
agxzzd to takz ovex the. hou&z and opexatz It a& a muitum. Thz
Lzaguz aHo commlttzd ltizl{ to thz wonk o{ n.zitonatlon. With thz&z
aiiuxanczi, on Octobex 19th thz Boca Raton city council allowed thz
houiz to be moved to city ownzd land at thz nonth znd oi thz block
containing thz new city hall, thz community czntex, and thz tznnli
couxts. Although thz hlitonlcal ioclety and thz Junlon. Sexvlcz
League, had plzdgzd monzy ion. thz movz, iuUlclznt iundi wexz itlll
unavailable, io thz council olio voted to u&z ioun. thousand dollau
puim Iti contingency iund. Ihui, only a littlz ovex a wzzk in.om
thz Novzmbex lit deadline, Singing Vlnei wa& iaved.

Donald III. Cuxl, Edlton.

Ann Holly, "Early Days Here Not For Softies." The Ob&zxvzn.
(Deerfieid), April 22, 1976.

Water everywhere...everywhere you looked...was how Mrs. Aldah
Myrick Overstreet recalled her f i r s t look at Deerfield on that
September day in 1910. Now living in Haines City, Florida, Aldah
admitted her brother, Robert (14 years old) and Joseph (10) and she
were delighted with all the water. "It was knee-deep on Dixie
Highway," she remembered. "We promptly borrowed the gangplanks
from the packinghouse and used them as boats. We were so disap-
pointed when the water went down; we thought i t great fun to live
in a town that was underwater."

That wasn't the f i rs t disappointment for 12-year-old Aldah.
William and Mamie Myrick, with their children, had traveled
several days by train to reach their new home in South Florida.
Aldah admitted looking forward to reaching Florida with great
anticipation.

"We were told Florida was the land of flowers," she explained,
"and the minute we crossed the border, I expected to see beautiful
flowers everywhere. But what did we see? Nothing but swamps!"

....School attendance was also a requirement for the children.
Between the three of them, they made up a good percentage of the
pupils attending the one-room schoolhouse. The schoolhouse, across
the street from the store, doubled as a church whenever a preacher
would happen by.

Truck farming did well that f i r s t year for the Myrick's and
Bill purchased land in Boca Raton and built their f i r s t Florida
home. The house, stately with i t s six tall columns on the porch
was located south of Palmetto Road alongside the railroad track
and s t i l l stands today.

Although the Myrick's moved to Boca, populated with 13
families, they continued to come to Deerfield to do their shopping.
To go shopping meant hitching up the wagon and the expedition would
consume a whole day. Finding i t incredulous to think i t would take
all day for the four-mile round t r ip , Aldah explained, by asking
"Have you ever tried to drive a mule?"

Boca Raton, too had a school and Aldah continued her education,
despite the five-mile walk each day. She soon graduated; the
school only went through the eighth grade. With the nearest high
school at West Palm Beach, out-of-state boarding schools were
popular and Aldah with classmate Hattie Long, left the s ta te .

While she was away, the Myrick's fortune flourished and Bill
soon purchased 200 acres in the Cypress Creek area. But his luck
ran out--days before his f i r s t bean crop was to be harvested, an
unexpected and severe frost killed the entire crop. Not only the
crop was lost , so was the 200 acres.

"Can you imagine?" Aldah shook her head. "What would i t be
now—200 acres in that area?"



But the same fate had occurred many times and she recalled
the adage about a truck farmer in South Florida.

"The first year, he's dried out.
The second year, he's drowned out.
The third year, he's frozen out.
The fourth year, he walks out."

Noting the tall condominiums that have replaced the tall trees
on the beach and the bumper-to-bumper traffic on what used to be a
limestone highway, a more modern version might read;

"The fourth year, he's crowded out."

* * * * *
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The Myxick Family in Florida. Note the car in the background.
From the left: Robert, Joseph, Aldah (Mrs. Overstreet), and their
parents, William and Mamie Myrick.

Joseph Myrick to Bradley Middlebrook, May 24, 1976.

— I helped my dad to build this house as our family moved to
Boca Raton in 1911 when there was only 4 other families living
there. I have several old pictures of date from 1911 through 1917
including the old one-room school, the horse and wagon that brought
the children from Yamato to Boca Raton school. I thought you might
be interested in some of this stuff. The sills used in the old home

were picked up on the beach by Harry Chessbro. They were 4" x 13"
30 feet long and we purchased them from him for $1 each. I recall
special roofing on rear porch that I have never seen any like it
since then. It was one of the few that withstood the hail storm
that damaged the slate roof on the Depot. Let me know if you
would like some of the old history.

"Boca's Oldest House—Family Pride," The ttuml HeAtULd, October 10,
1976.

It was hot work lifting the lumber and pounding in the nails,
but it was fun because the family was doing it together... .In those
days there were only four families in what later would become "Boca
Ratone," and the Myricks—W.L., the father, Joe and Bob, the boys,
Aldah, the daughter, and Mamie, the wife and mother who looked after
them all—were one of them.

Their home, "Singing Pines," was a handmade, family affair, just
south of the depot. The window sills were crafted from rough fir
timbers that another pioneer resident found washed up on the beach.
Four inches by 13 inches and 30 feet long, they sold for a dollar
apiece. Well built as it is, the old home survived wars, real estate
developments, and a few months of disuse since its last owner enter-
ed a nursing home.

But the old Myrick place isn't quite the beauty she was in the
1917 photographs from the collection of Joe Myrick, now 76 and liv-
ing in Tampa. Boca Raton has matured, too, in those intervening 59
years, and where Joe remembers woods that harbored alligator nests
and wildcats, there now stand office buildings. The free and open
beach he remembers as a boy now is guarded by a phalanx of highrise
condominiums....
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A 1939 picture of Singing Pines taken by Lillian Williams showing
her almond trees and one of her dogs.


