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AN INTERVIEW WITH JOSEPH H, MYRICK

In thz pait, kiitoHAMM uiznt to coZZzatiom o£ teAtesu and
tkziit boA-lc AtieMAch matvtiaZ. Today tht&o. ioa/icu OAZ LeA& and
available.. Bu&y pzople. hoAzly ^Ind time, to feeep dioAleJ>, and te£e.-

phoning AM zoi-ieM. and quickeA. than wuXing a lette/i. Thai the. hlitoHlc-
al pKoieAilon ie.u tlie. collection o{ taped. inteA.vi.eWi ai zxtteme£y Jucn-
poKtant to the. pKeMeJivaXXon o^ oux heritage.. Many Znititutlom havz
de.veZ.oped "onal hLt>tauf pAogttam and iy-itemaUcjally inteAvievo the.
nation'i potitical, ztonomic, and iocJjxZ leadzu. In the. la&t (Jew yeuvu
itate. and local kiAtonlcal iod.etX.eM have come, to fiealize. the. JumpoKtance.
0(5 oftjxl hiMtoiy to theJji monk. S-cnee UM founding, the, Boca. Raton
Hiitonlcal SocsieAy hen, uAe.d onal hiMtony a& a tool in collecting Zn&onm-
ation about the dty'i pa6t. A& can be ieen in the. interview tnjxnicAi.pt
that makeM up thiM iMiue o{ The Spanish River Papers, tht society AM
veAy fiontunatz to havz Wu>. William Cnuickihank hzading itM onxUL hiMtonxj
pKojzct. Mte. CAuick&hank Zntznviewzd Jo&zph H. Mynlck, a ion ofa the.
buildeAi 0(J "Singing ?inzi," on the day it o{iicJjxlLy opznzd ai a
muieum.

Donald W. Cunt, Edlton.

Mr. Myrickj will you tell us about the pirate boat?

The City of Boca Raton is named Boca Raton for Rat's Mouth.
Rat's mouth, that 's on account of the way the in le t is and the
pirates hid way back down behind that high b luf f with thei r boats.
Any boats going south always had to come in pretty close, to avoid
the Gulf Stream. They would go out from there, sai l out into the
in le t there and rob the ships.

When we were here, part of the pirate 's boat was s t i l l there.
The story goes, there were fourteen kegs of gold buried over there.
There was a l o t of digging done but i f anybody ever found i t , I
don't know. The story goes that Indians k i l l ed a l l the pirates
save two. Two of them made their way to Pensacola and one of them,
probably the only survivor and on his last legs, gave to the people
who took him i n , a chart showing where the fourteen kegs of gold
were buried. In that chart, as far as I've heard, a tree was used
as one marker and a certain distance from the tree was an iron peg
and then so many paces in another given direction was where the
gold was buried.

There was an old Captain Jim Lynch, who l ived on the beach
r ight at the i n le t . He was a fisherman from Boston--and a l l he
was interested in was making enough to l i ve on, that 's a l l .
Captain Lynch to ld us he found the iron peg. He to ld the people
with the chart that he would go f i f t y - f i f t y with them to show them
where the iron peg was. They never got together. Captain Jim
Lynch said they never found i t because he took the peg out and
dumped i t in the ocean!



There was an awful lot of digging done over there. One day
when we went over as kids, there was a bunch o"f laborers around
digging a great big hole. The men were standing around all
wearing pistols. They told us to go on down the beach and don't
fool around there. Of course we knew what they were doing. They
said they were hunting for building stone. We knew good and well
they were looking for that gold and they were wearing those
pistols in case they found it and people went crazy.

The other story was there were three skulls dug up. I've got
a picture here of three skulls we dug up down there-across from
the inlet. We sent one of them to the Smithsonian Institute. Mr.
Clarence Gould did that. They came back saying it was the skull
of an Indian girl about twenty-two years old when she died. I
never did count that as being true because these skulls that we
dug up were from people who were beheaded. And the reason we know
they were beheaded is because you would try to dig down and find
some bones and identify them as backbones, leg bones, rib bones
or whatever, and you'd dig down to find the skull and there'd be
no skull there. Then another time you'd find a skull and you'd
dig away from it and try to find other bones and there'd be no
bones there. So we came to the conclusion that they were beheaded.
We also came to the conclusion that it was not Indian mounds because
they had an Indian mound at Yamato which was great big. I under-
stand there is no Yamato now. It's all Boca Raton now. This mound,
all told, if you dug down to the bottom of it, was not over three
and one-half feet deep. In other words, it looked like these
people were beheaded, piled up, and just covered up and that was
all, not a whole lot of dirt put on them.

That was [we have a chart (map) out in the car] right across
from the inlet, the north side of the inlet on the island over
there. Evidently looked like a great big building there now. And
they could have uncovered a lot of bones there when they built it.
On the other hand, they may have filled it in rather than digging,
because the lake is nothing like it was, now.

TeZl me again exactly where it was to make sure I understand where.

This, [showing map] is Palmetto Drive coming down here. Right
in this corner here by the canal (Intracoastal) was Gorton's house
(where the public boat ramp is now). Over here, way back, I don't
know when, there had been someone that had developed a place there
(the house is completely gone) there were all kinds of trees planted
around here--the north side of the inlet [must have been T.M.
Rickards homesite]—this mound where we found the skulls was right
over here.

So it'3 right on the south end of Lake Boca Raton—right in the
middle. {the Myriak skull photo in the Historical Society file
has a spot marked on back of photo]

This is all changed because there used to be a little island right
there and part of that pirate boat was still there, right up
against that island.
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