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AN INTERVIEW WITH JOSEPH H, MYRICK

In the past, histornians went to collections of Letters and diaries
fon thein basic nesearch material, Today these sources are Less and
Less available. Busy people harely find time Zo keep diaries, and tele-
phoning {5 easien and quicker than wiiting a Letten, Thus the historic-
al profession sees the collection of Zaped interviews as extremely im-
portant to the preservation of our heritage, Many .institutions have
developed "onal histony" proghams and systematically intenview the
nation's political, economic, and social Leaders. Tn the Last few years
state and Local historical Societies have come to realize the impohtance
04 ornat history to thein work. Since its founding, the Boca Raton
Histonical Society has uwsed onal histony as a fool in coflecting Lnform-
ation about The city's pasZ, As can be seen in the {interview trnanscript
that makes up Zhis {ssue of The Spanish River Papers, fhe society is
very fortunate to have Mis. William Cruickshank heading its onal history
project. Muas, Cruickshank interviewed Joseph H. Mynick, a son of the
buildens of "Singing Pines," on the day Lt officially opened as a

museun.
Donald W, Curf, Editon

My, Myrick, will you tell us about the pirate boat?

The City of Boca Raton is named Boca Raton for Rat's Mouth.
Rat's mouth, that's on account of the way the inlet is and the
pirates hid way back down behind that high bluff with their boats.
Any boats going south always had to come in pretty close, to avoid
the Gulf Stream. They would go out from there, sail out into the
inlet there and rob the ships.

When we were here, part of the pirate's boat was still there.
The story goes, there were fourteen kegs of gold buried over there.
There was a lot of digging done but if anybody ever found it, I
don't know. The story goes that Indians killed all the pirates
save two. Two of them made their way to Pensacola and one of them,
probably the only survivor and on his last legs, gave to the people
who took him in, a chart showing where the fourteen kegs of gold
were buried. In that chart, as far as I've heard, a tree was used
as one marker and a certain distance from the tree was an iron peg
and then so many paces in another given direction was where the
gold was buried.

There was an old Captain Jim Lynch, who Tived on the beach
right at the inlet. He was a fisherman from Boston--and all he
was interested in was making enough to live on, that's all.
Captain Lynch told us he found the iron peg. He told the people
with the chart that he would go fifty~fifty with them to show them
where the iron peg was. They never got together. Captain Jim
Lynch said they never found it because he took the peg out and
dumped it in the ocean!







