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BOCA RATON‘S FIRST CHURCH

In a city of oven thinty Chuistian and Jewish congregations it
is hand to believe that the ofdest chunch {in Beca Raton has only ex-
isted fon fifty-three yeans. The §inst church was twly a community
effont in which members of various Christian denominations came fo-
gethen to found, buifd, and suppornt a fonmal religious organization.
To show this joint effont they chose the name Community Chuich,
though §nom the beginning the church was aluays served by Methodist
ministens. The Finst United Methodist Chunch on Nontheast Second
Avenue can thus claim descent from this §inst chunch., This {ssue of
the Spanish River Papers wilf Zrace the history of the Community
Church and of Lts Methodist congregation as webl as that of Zhe
finszt chuneh building which served alse as the founding home of Si.
Paul's Lutheran Church and then as the Debbie-Rand Memorial Servdice
League fthrift shop before it was demolLished to make way for the
Finst Bank and Thust Company's parking Lot. Although Episcopal
senvices were held on the Boca Raton Hotel grounds by the Reverend
Henny Mizner as early as 1926, the Baptists built the second Boca
Raton church, Thein building on West Palmetto Pank Road now houses
the Unitanian-Univensalist Fellowship. Later issues of the Spanish
River Papers will deal with the histony of other Beca Raton congre-

gations,
Donakd W. Curt, Editor

Mrs. Vera Kraft, a long-

time dedicated worker of the League stands in the doorway.
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The following made contrnibutions io the §inst chunch building:

The Boca Raton Community Church building during its years as the Debbie-

Rand Memorial Service League Thrift Shoppe.

W. C. Fountain & Family $ 50.00
J. G. Brown 100.00
C. W. Brown 100.00
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Mitchell 200.00
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Race 250.00
Mr. and Mrs., A. W. Willjams 100.00
B. B. Raulerson 250.00
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Chesebro 300.00
Mrs. Young 10.00
Mr. Long 250.00







