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BOCA RATON'S FIRST CHURCH
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In a city oi ovm thUify Chnl&tAxui and JuiciAh congizgcubicn& It
it, hand to \mtinvt that the. oldest cJiuAch in Boca. Raton hcu, onZy ex-
iitid &OK mty-thnze. yeaM. The. &iAAt chuAch uxa tAuly a community
tl&oht in uihick mmbeAi oi vaAiouA Ch/uAtian dznominationi came, to-
QtLtheA to iound, baiZd, and iwppont a. ionmal n.&UgiotL& organization.
To ihow thii joint e.&iont th&y cho&z tkz name. Community Chufidi,
though £n.om the. beginning thz chwich uxu> aZioayi &QA.vzd by MeXhodi&t
mini&teAi. The. Tint United Methodi&t ChuAch on HontheoAt Se.cond
Avenue can thus claim descent iftom thii liA&t chufich. Thii i&iue. o&
tht Spanish River Papers uliti tha.ce. the. kibtoiy o& the. Community
ChuAch and oi it& Uethodi6t congntgation ai uieJUL a& that oi the.
iiut chuAch building which ieAved olio a& the. iaunding home. o£ St.
Vaul'i LutheAan ChuAch and then. 06 the Vebbie.-Vjx.nd MmoKial SeAvice.
League, thxiit Ahop bzioftz it Wai demoliihzd to make my ipA the.
fifiit Bank and TKuit Company'* paAking lot. Although Epi&copal
ieAvicej. uietie. held on the. Boca Raton Hotel gn.oundt> by the Rex>eAQ.nd
HenAy MizneA aj> eaJdbj ai 1926, the. Bapttitb built the. &e.cond Boca
Raton chuAch, TheAA building on WeAt Palmetto PaAk Road now houiei
the. UnitaAian-Uni.veA&alL&t f'eJULamhip. Latex iiiu&i oi the. Spanish
River Papers will deal with the. hi&toHy o£ otheA Boca Raton conghe.-
gatLom.

Vonald W. Cuhl, Editor
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A tincohd ai the. chwich complied by WL. and Wu>. H. M. CheAebho, Mw.
Clementine, Snom. and Mlt>i Hzlzn HowaAd with the. a&&l6tanc.e. o£ the.
RzvgJie.nd ELton G. VoweJUL, dated Jane. 1, J95S.

Following a period of preliminary organizational activity, new
ground was broken for the BOCA RATON COMMUNITY CHURCH during appro-
priate ceremonies held October 28th, 1925, on property located on
the south side of Royal Palm Road. Construction work on the church
building proceeded immediately as the responsibility of the contrac-
tor, Mr. J. Stanley Harris. The church was completed in 1925 and
before the close of that same year the first services were held by
Reverend W. C. Fountain, Pastor of the Delray Beach Methodist Church.

As eventually deeded to the church in 1928, the legal descrip-
tion of the property on which this church was erected is as follows-

Lots 3 and 4, Block A-5
Mizner Development Corporation's Plat No. 1
Boca Raton, Florida
According to the Plat thereof on file in the
office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court
of Palm Beach County, Florida,
in Plat Book 3, page 37.

However, in 1925 title to this property was held by the South
East Coast Land as part of its Plat No. 1 or 2. All information
available today suggests that the president of this company, the
late Mr. [LaFayette] Cook[e], intended to donate either the property
or the use of the property to the church. While it is known that
an instrument deeding the property to the church was actually pre-
pared, no confirmation can be obtained that such deed was ever sign-
ed and acknowledged. It is certain that if such deed was fully ex-
ecuted it was never recorded on the public records. In any event,
although its exact nature cannot now be determined, undoubtedly
some arrangement mutually agreeable to both the owners and the

The Boca Raton Community Church decorated by Harry
Chesebro for Eastex Sunday in 1945. Boca Raton Neuii

church existed permitting the latter to effect construction and en-
joy use of the property.

The South East Coast Land Company subsequently conveyed a
parcel of land, including property on which the church was located,
to the Mizner Development Corporation, taking a mortgage as part
consideration. However, insofar as property set aside for the
church is concerned, a specific release was executed excluding
same from such mortgage — and this document was duly recorded on
the public records of Palm Beach County.

Eventually the Mizner Development Corporation suffered bank-
ruptcy and its assets were acquired by the Geist interests. On
March 18th, 1928, Mr. Jerome Gedney, representing Geist, conveyed
the above described Lots 3 and 4 of Block A-5 to the Miami District
Board of Missions and Church Extension of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South — the consideration being $10.00.

Finally, in April 1928, the said church property was deeded to
the Trustees of the First Methodist Church of Boca Raton although
the church proper continued to function as The Boca Raton Community
Church


