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Boca was a “‘handful of ancient houses clustered near one of the typical
diminuative yellow packing box stations of the . . . railroad.

Kenneth Roberts, Florida’s Golden Sands
Bohbs Merrill, New York City
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Harley Gafes, pioneer settler of Boca Raton from his sales publication
History of Boca Raton.

From 1910 to 1920 Boca Raton was a shipping center for winter vegetables
and several carloads left here daily during the season. The town was noted for -
the high quality of its peppers and land along the East Coast waterway were
admirably adapted to growing this crop. One drawback to farming was the high
waters during the fall months, In the summer the inlet would often close and
have to be opened in the fall to drain the farm lands. The farmers of Boca Raton
and adjoining towns would join to open the inlet and thus relieve the overflowed
lands. In those days a hand shovel was all that was available for the purpose and
shoveling wet sand for hours was hardly a pleasant task, but being necessary to
save the farms, all took a hand.
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During 1914 twenty-five acres on what is now Palmetto Park Road and
extending back to Royal Palm Road was subdivided by Geo. A. Long, Frank S.
Lewis and H. D. Gates. Fifty foot lots along Palmetto Park Road sold at private
sale for $100 each, and at auction brought $29 to $100 each. Along the inland
waterway Kinney & Gates subdivision lots, 95 feet on the water and extending
back to Fifth Avenue sold for $500 each. In the same year J. E. Ingraham filed
two plats, one west of the railroad and one east of the railroad where his grove
was situated.

Palmetto Park Road received its name from Palmetto Park Plantation, a
30 acre estate on both sides of the street and Royal Palm Road from a cluster
of four large Royal Palms on the east side of the canal facing the street.

* ¥ ¥ ® X ¥ ¥ ¥

The Boca Raton Board of Trade was organized in 1915 with ten members
and seven directors. During the next five years it was very active and among its
accomplishments was a telephone line from Delray, the members paying for the
extension, a new school building, a bridge over the East Coast Canal. Roads
were also extended back to the farm sections.

The Utitity Club was formed in 1916 by several young women of Boca
Raton and through their efforts Australian pines were planted on both sides of
Palmetto Park Road, from the Dixie Highway to the Intracoastal canal. This
club also received a donation of land and started a cemetery. The cemetery
was south of the site of the Boca Raton Club and was later moved to its present
location on Sunset Hill.

A small wooden building just east of the old railroad station on Palmetto
Park Road served as a post office and commissary where a few staple groceries
might be purchased. The first grocery store was built west of the railroad on the
old Dixie Highway. It was opened in 1915,

1t was decided that a new school was necessary and in 1916 bonds were
voted to build it. The site for the new building comprised three acres where the




present school now stands. Some of the voters thought a 50 foot ot was suffi-
cient and that it was extravagant to buy three acres, even though it only cost
$300. Also there was opposition to a $20,000.00 bond issue required to raise
funds for the new building. The school district at that time extended from the
beach to Lake Okeechobee and there was little tax burden on the Boca Raton
property owners.

Boca Raton in 1916 had the distinction of being the only town in the
State to vote Republican, giving Warren G. Harding 24 votes to Jimmy Cox's
23. President Harding visited Boca Raton aboard his yacht during his first term
in office.

In 1916 the citizens of Palm Beach County which at that time extended
from Colohatchee to Stuart, voted a million dollar bond issue to replace the
old Dixie Highway and build a 24 foot highway throughout the county. The
highway at that time was nine feet wide, filled with holes and lacking a good
surface. Many citizens thought the taxes required to pay off these bonds would
impose a great burden and there was much criticism over the past construction
of County Roads. A meeting was held and the Palm Beach County Citizens High-
way Commission was formed. The object of this commission was to see that the
new road was built in accordance with the engineer’s specifications.

Each work day one member of the commission was on duty and checked
every move of the contractor who was building the road. if the rock delivered
was not Up to specifications and the road was not being built in accordance-
with the details furnished by the County Engineer, his office was contacted at
once and the work had to be done over until approved by the engineer. This
assured the people of Palm Beach County a first class highway throughout the
entire section. :

The Boca Raton Water and Light Co. was organized in 1917 among the-
property owneérs and a water plant was erected on Boca Raton Road and mains
extended to the ocean front homes. _

Palmetto Park Road was resurfaced and a road from the canal to the
ocean was dedicated and cleared. A drawbridge was built over the Inland

Waterway.
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In 1916 Boca Raton took many prizes at the State Fair in Jacksonville.
Among the first prizes were those for squash, peppers, green beans, cucumbers,
bananas and coconuts. -

During the early days Long's packing house, near the railroad, was used for
all community purposes, elections, political rallies, Board of Trade meetings,
dances and other social affairs. '

Gasoline was sent by boat from Miami and delivered at the canal bank in
50 gallon drums. Kerosene was also sent from Miami in drums. Gasoline was
delivered at $4.50 a drum and Kerosene at $3.60. Kerosene was largely used for
lighting and cooking. , o

“The outbreak of World War 1 seriously curtailed farming dperations as
winter vegetables were considered luxuries by the Government, and shipping
facilities were hampered to a large extent. The Florida East Coast Railrpad at
that time was a single track line and most of the freight trains coming south were
hauling sugar mill' machinery to Key West to be sent by ferry to Cuba. Food
supplies were scarce and butter was made from coconuts. The coconuts were
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shucked, the meat removed and ground in the meat grinder. Hot water was
poured over the ground meat and the oil that came to the surface was skimmed
off and churned to make butter. The result was a very tasty and satisfactory
substitute for butter,

In February, 1917, a severe freeze visited South Florida and all crops in
this vicinity and many of the fruit trees were destroyed. A 7% acre banana
plantation in Boca Raton (the largest ever attempted in South Florjida) was
ruined.

Shortly after the end of World War One the ocean boulevard (U.S. A1A)
was extended from Delray Beach to Boca Raton. Three elections were necessary
to form this Special Road and Bridge District to finance the extension of the
road from Delray to Boca Raton, as the voters of Delray had no desire to have
the road extended beyond Delray. Due to their strong opposition it was neces-
sary to form a district extending to the south city limits of Delray, then cross
the canal and connect with the terminus of the boulevard from Palm Beach,
leaving Delray proper entirely out of the district created, so that their vote was
not required to support the bond issue.
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Boca Raton, in earlier years, offered a large variety of tropical trees and
rare plants. |t was a real beauty spot divinely planned. The tall palmettos
Rovyal palms, coconut palms and rubber trees growing on the east side of the
waterway gave the scene a weird attractiveness. Much of the growth between the
ocean and the inland waterway was of West Indian origin, The massive oaks
scattered through the jungle were covered with air plants, native orchids, resur-
rection ferns and Spanish moss. They were real aerial gardens. Among the pro-
fuse growth were coco plums, both white and purple, magnolia bay, lancewood,
gumbo limbo, paradise trees, native rubber and many other interesting plants.
Near the ocean the sea grapes and seven year apple trees grew. It was said that
the fruit of the seven year apple tree took seven years to ripen. Many of the
coconut palms were grown from nuts washed ashore and picked up on the beach.

12 Families in Boca Raton In Year of ‘23
Delray Beach News, 13 August 1953

In 1923, a traveler from the north aboard a Miami bound Florida East
Coast train may have idly wondered why the train was stopping in what looked
like the middle of a wilderness. A glance from a car window showed him one
lone building with the name “Boca Raton’’ above a larger sign indicating the
building was Long's Packing House.

Boca Raton's population consisted of approximately 12 families. Truck
farmers were predominant, with a sprinkling of professional people and business-
men. The main store in the commuriity was a commisary owned and operated
by Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Young. Morris Stokes and Tony Brenks were proprietors
of a small grocery store which served the needs of farmers in the surrounding
country and dwellers in the small community.




.. The early settlers of the community did not lack entertainment.
Dances were held at Long's Packing House at frequent intervals. Long’s also
served as a public meeting place and for any other occasion which required a

large building.

From Newspaper Notices, Feb. 26, 1929,

George A. Long was born at Boston, Mass., June 19, 1854, son of George
Washington and Mary Elizabeth (Nash) Long. His preparatory studies for college
were at the Epes Sargent Dixweli’s Private School, Boston; he entered Harvard
and graduated with the class of 1876. He was married in 1892 to Kate Hare of
Baltimore, Maryland, who survives him, as do four children, Mrs. Charles C,
Blake, Jr., of Miami, Florida; Mrs. A. W. Deyo, Boca Raton, George A. Long, of
Stuart, Fla.; and Vinton Long of Boca Raton.

After leaving college, Mr. Long engaged in the civil engineering business,
working in the office of E. W. Bowditch of Boston, until 1879. A prolonged
illness made it necessary to give up this work, and in September, 1881, he came ;
south. Mr. Long lived for a while at Interlachen, Putnam County, Fla.; while
there he enterad into the citrus growing business, did extensive engineering for
the Florida Southern Railway Company, also surveyed large portions of territory
in the northern part of Florida and along through the central and western sec-
tions for numerous Bonding companies. While living at Interlachen he was
elected as alderman of the town, also was given the position of county surveyor
for Putnam County.

Mr. Long was associated in many engineering projects with Captain
Rickards, and it was through this friendship that led Mr. Long to ultimately
make his home in Boca Raton, coming to make Captain Rickards, who had
built the first home here on the canal, a visit, which was in May, 1901, He
was soon given the position of local representative for the Florida East Coast
Land Dept. and was appointed postmaster in 1908. In the year 1919 he was
elected Céunty Commissioner for the Fourth Commissioner District Palm -
Beach County, for a two year term, his efficiency as commissioner was so
marked that he was also re-elected for the second term. While county com- :
missioner, it was through his untiring efforts that the Ocean Boulevard became - -
a reality along the coast from Boca Raton north; it was during his term of
office that the Traylor Road was built, from the Dixie highway west, which
proved to be a boon to the farmers in this locality from the Range Line to the
Dixie.

Upon the incorporation of the Town of Boca Raton, Mr. Long was given J
the honor of being chosen its first mayor, being elected in June 1924 for a one
year term.

OLD COLONY PLANTATION

George -A. Long
Boca Ratone, Palm Beach County, Florida

April 27th 1920

Myr. George H. Howard
Bouchville, N.Y,

Dear Sir,

Yours of 23rd received this morning | have sei.. plank deeds, with the names of
your sons, and description of the fives each was to have to Capt. Rickards, for
him to have executed, instructing him to have abstract made, and to deposit
deeds and abstract in Farmers Bank & Trust Co. at W. Palm Beach. Was glad to
hear from you and that you had interested your sons in that larid which | believe
can be made very attractive.

The Contractors have finished all the grading and are now laying rock on road to =
ocean. Chase, Hemenways, Nortons, Stokes, Schneider, Thomas and Brown
today, Ritter with them; so that Bocaratone is getting its summer population
alright.
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I am thinking seriously of getting-up a stock Company to build a hotel on ocean,
arranging to bond the Corporation after incorporated, for enough to build the
hotel. If we build on the ocean, at same time to include a water and light system,
originating on this side of Canal; then at same time letting the town take over the
water and lights, and in the mean time charging for use of them by any others.

Would you go into such a scheme and to what extent? Some thing like that must
be done if we wish this place to grow. Will say good-bye for this time from

Yours Very Truly,
(Geo. A. Long)
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Virginia Snyder, News Staff Writer,
Boca Raton News, February 27, 1972

Alex Hughes, the 87 year old man, the first resident of Pear! City, still lives
at 1100 N. Dixie Highway, where he built a two room house shortly after arriv-
ing here in 1914,

He has added to the house and put a fence around it, but he still farms
some of the same land he has worked on for 58 years. His hours are shorter now,
however. He works only five hours a day, maintaining the mangoes and ama-
ryllis on a plot of land along Old Dixie, just south of S.E. 3rd Street. This is a
part of the Chesebro farm that encompassed a large tract of land from the Hills-
boro Canal to a line north of Camino Real, bounded by Old Dixie on the west
and the Intracoastal on the east. In addition, the Chesebro family owned land
on the ocean, including the site of the present Cabana Club on South AlA.

When Hughes came to Boca Raton, there were a few white people - less
than a dozen - and perhaps one-half dozen Japanese and an equal number of
Bahamians in ““Yamato’” {north Boca Raton), where the pineapple plantations
were located.

The spry old man ticked the names off on his fingers, pronouncing the
Japanese names as well as he did those of the whites.

"“The white people lived in south Boca and the Japanese and Bahamians
lived in Yamato,” he explained. ‘‘Here in Pearl City there was only palmettoes,
spruce pines and mosquitoes until | buitt my house.”

Hughes worked on the extensive farmlands owned by the Chesebro
family until they sold it to the Mizner Development Co. in 1925 for a hotel and
club.
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When Hughes first moved here, there were two or three other blacks living
in the area of Boca Raton and within a few years there were children of school
age who had no place to go to school, since they were not allowed to attend the
white school.

| decided to try to do sornething about this,’ he explained, “'so | went to
the Board of Public Instruction in West Palm Beach. They told me that if |
could find eight children, they would provide a teacher.

"I came right on back and mustered up eight children and they sent a
teacher down, Miss Robinson, who still lives in West Palm Beach.

“They gave us a school, too - moved an eld white school over here and gave
it to us. That was in 1923.”
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The black community here also needed a church, Hughes felt, so he founded
the Macadonia Methodist Episcopal Church and helped build the original wooden
structure. However, before the church was built, he conducted ““Sabbath
School’” in one room of his house. “Then we built a brush arbor, and held services
there,”” he explained. “In 1924, we got our church.”

Hughes then proceeded to help the Baptists build a church - Ebenezer
Baptist Church on N.E. 12th St.

Land for both churches was donated by George A. Long who developed
Pearl City as a subdivision for blacks, Hughes said.







