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Addison Mizner's

Ritz-Carlton Cloister Opens
Near the end of November 1925 T. Coleman du Pont

resigned as chairman of the Mizner Development Corpora-
tion. For the small Florida real estate investor, the
great wealth at du Pont's command and the financial repu-
tation he gained as a founder of the modern DuPont corpor-
ation, seemed to guarantee the soundness of the Boca Raton
venture. His departure from the company caused an imme-
diate decline in Boca Raton sales, and according to one
author, may have caused the collapse of the entire Florida
land boom.

The opening of the Cloister, just two months after du
Pont's resignation, took on added meaning for the Mizner
company. The unquestioned beauty of the small hotel
demonstrated Addison Mizner's vision for his entire
development. His opening night guests from Palm Beach
society, the show business world, and the British
aristocracy proved a continuing interest in the develop-
ment by the fashionable. Finally, the publicity gained
from the opening could keep Boca Raton at the forefront of
Florida promotions.

T. H. Weigall, in his 1931 book Boom in Florida, told
how almost every newspaper or magazine article about Coral
Cables came from the company's own publicity department.
The ar t ic les in this issue of the Spanish River Papers
also seem, in most cases, to be from the office of Harry
Reichenbach, the publicity director of the Mizner Develop-
ment Corporation. Nonetheless, they provide a vivid pic-
ture of Addison Mizner's small, but elegant Boca Raton
inn.

Unfortunately, no amount of publicity would save
Mizner's development. By the time the hotel opened the
Florida land boom had ended. Within two years Mizner's
company was forced into bankruptcy, ending his dream of
building a Spanish city at Boca Raton. Clarence Geist, a
Philadelphia uti l i t ies magnate and one of Mizner's origin-
al backers, took over the company's assets. He commis-
sioned the New York architectural firm of Schultze and
Weaver to design an addition to the small hotel and then
reopened i t as the exclusive Boca Raton Club.

Donald W. Curl
Editor



"NEW SPAIN"
an article by Harris Allen from Pacific Coast Architect,
June 1926

The whole country is familiar with the miracles being
worked in Florida. Ponce de Leon's idea has been re-
versed; instead of youth, age has been produced, with the
magical speed which is supposed to typify American meth-
ods.

The Old World traditions which have influenced so
strongly, and so successfully, the development of an
Hispanic type of architecture in California, apply with
quite as much force in Florida. Climatic conditions are
sufficiently like to justify a structural similarity.
There are two obvious points of difference, which, without
changing the general style, have certainly affected i t s
treatment, so that while both Florida and California have
caught the spi r i t of Old Spain to a remarkable degree,
their versions are by no means identical. The contours of
the land in Florida are with but l i t t l e exception f la t ,
and water plays an important part in i t s architectural
development; the uses to which i ts buildings are put (save
for governmental and public utility buildings) are based
on a different method of living. Although California has
many tourists , and tourist resorts, the great mass of
building is for permanent residents, for life all the year
round. Apparently the Florida coast has become a vast and
lovely playground, where provisions for the housing and
entertainment of guests is essential, indeed of paramount
importance. Numbers of big and l i t t le estates have been
established to serve as winter homes, or even for week-end
or vacation resorts. The shortness of the trip (compared
with that to the Pacific Coast) from the large c i t ies of
the East makes this feasible and attractive.

To neglect the possibilities of water in connection
with architecture would be short-sighted. It is natural
that suggestions of Venetian Gothic should creep in, and
many charming and not incongruous features of these
Florida buildings can be traced to this inspiration.
There is much akin between the rich detail of Venetian
ornament and the Spanish Plateresque or Churrigueresque,
with their Moorish background.

Undoubtedly the architect whose personality is most
strongly stamped on this new development of Hispanic
Florida is Addison Mlzner. Palm Beach owes many clubs and
homes and hotels to his genius for scenic effect, his
familiarity with European achitecture, his expert knowl-
edge and excellent taste in decoration and furniture. To
him came the chance of which every architect has dreamed,

realized by few, indeed: the designing and building of an
entire city. Not one bit of construction to be started
without his approval—what a soul-stirring, heart-warming
opportunity!

From photographs of the work already completed or
under construction in Boca Raton ("The Mouth of the Rat"—
derived from an odd-shaped lake, with outlet to the ocean)
[sic] and sketches for a multiplicity of buildings contem-
plated, i t is clear that Mr. Mizner will add materially to
his fame in the creation of this unique project. Granted
that this is architecture which may be called theatrical
or archaic—it is certainly a most superb and appropriate
stage setting for the Comedie Humaine in its most pleasing
aspect—an apotheosis of "Joie de Vivre."

Houses done by Mr. Mizner in Palm Beach have matured
enough to indicate what may be expected of Boca Raton in
i t s entirety, with the picturesque romanticism and the
harmony of feeling which appeal so much to the traveler in
the communities of Old Spain. America (including
California) will owe a debt of gratitude to the creator of
Boca Raton, a noteworthy example of a r t i s t i c unity in
design.

"MIZNER FURNITURE PLANT KEPT BUSY"
from the Palm Beach Post, 3 January 1926

The furniture for the Ritz-Carlton Cloister at Boca
Raton will bear the same effectiveness in interior decora-
tion that the Cloister and the Gothic arches will lend to
the exterior of the building. The interior decoration
scheme is being handled by Addison Mizner personally. The
rooms of the Ritz-Carlton Cloister will boast some of the
finest art treasures that he possesses.

The furniture factory that is one of the principal
industries that West Palm Beach owns at the present time
is operating overtime under Mr. Mizner's direction to
produce sufficient furniture for the new hotel at Boca
Raton. In the factory, Mr. Mizner is acquiring more
furniture of the antique type consistent with the decora-
tive scheme for the hotel.

In the guest rooms there will be beds of the antique
type fashioned after designs that Mr. Mizner has o r ig i -
nated. They are made in pairs with a pleasing variation
that allows a very clever decorative usage. There are
approximately 150 beds of this type.

There will be many interesting examples of chairs to
be observed in the Ritz-Carlton Cloister. The tendancy is
toward the straight backed chairs with leather seats and
leather backs. These chairs are made in the factory at



West Palm Beach by craftsmen who are thoroughly conversant
with Spanish styles.

The tables, dressing tables, smaller stools and the
various other pieces of furniture that go to provide the
essence of comfort in the guest rooms of the Ritz-Carleton
Cloister have been given an original characteristic
finish.

In the lobby of the hotel and in the other larger
downstairs public rooms there will be some of the most
valuable of Mr. Mizner's collections of antiques. Tapes-
t r ies , rare and exotic bits of furniture, will make the
lobby of the hotel one of the most distinguished in
Florida.

For three months the factory in West Palm Beach has
concentrated its effort on the completion of this furni-
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The rarely seen southern elevation of the proposed Castle
Mizner. "The building of Addison Mizner's home in Lake
Boca Raton wil l create a type of architectural beauty that
has no p a r a l l e l in t h i s country." Photograph from The
Historical Society of Palm Beach County.

ture. There is a staff of th i r ty craftsmen working on the
furniture. They are under the immediate direction of M.
Stainthorpe who has had a wide and varied range of experi-
ence in making dist inct ive copies of antiques.

Furni ture tha t has been turned out in the West Palm
Beach shop comprises 220 bed heads, copied after notable
examples of the Spanish and 120 telephone stands have been
made. There are 100 dressing t ab l e s , 110 m i r r o r s , 100
writing tables and 110 three-drawer dressing tables.

Three hundred and fifty dining room chairs have been
completed. These are of the l ea the r seat and back type.
The frames are made of walnut. For the lobby, there i s a
counter 13 feet long, exhibi t ing three antique panels .
Two antique cupboards have been made for the dining room.

Besides making t h i s quant i ty of furni ture for the
Ritz-Car l ton C lo i s t e r , the factory has made a l l of the
cha i r s and tab les for the branch off ice of the Mizner
organization. The Administration building a t Boca Raton
i s furnished by the factory.

The standard of excellence of the new hostelry will
be thus upheld. The cost of the Clois ter w i l l run to
$10,000 a room, making i t one of the best appointed and
most costly hotels in the s tate .

"MIZNER PLANS LAKE AS COMO'S RIVAL"
from the Palm Beach Post, 24 January 1926

With the bulkheading of Lake Boca Raton almost com-
pleted and the dredging progressed to a stage to allow the
entrance of deep water yachts, that body of water is
rapidly becoming one of the most beautiful views in the
state. The praises of Lake Como in Italy have been sung
to the skies. Chillon, Lucern and other well known lakes
have been the object of a similar praise. Poets have
described the calm beauties in glowing terms. But Lake
Boca Raton will possess a quality of beauty that will
recommend it to the same praise and laudatory efforts of
writers.

The natural setting of the lake is one of its salient
beauties. The verdant palms, the green shrubs, the ta l l
pines form a pretty complement to the beauty that the lake
shows. The sun as i t rises gilds the water to a golden
hue and then to a shining silver, to revert back to a
molten silver-gold with the sunset.

But the natural beauty of the lake is not complete.
The developers of Boca Raton, the Mizner corporation are
planning to make the lake truly a beauty spot that has no
equal in this country. The bulkheading will be of the


